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NewStudy...

Shows Homosexual Relationships
Tend To Be Short, Violent
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As the issue of "same-sex mar
riage" distracts the nation from the
crucialproblemsit should befacing,
and asgayactivists flout laws asthey'
grabtheirmarriage licenses from sil
ly public officials, a new sociologi
cal studyof gay relationships shows
they are often short and violent.

The average length of a relation
ship for a typical urban homosexu
al, according to sociologistEdward
Laumann, is six months, and the rate
of domestic violence in same-sex
households exceeds that of married
heterosexuals.

Laumann's research was exten-
, sively covered in the March 2 edi
tion of The WashingtonBlade, a ho
mosexualnewspaperin the nation's
capital. The Washington Blade's
AdrianBrune review^ thebook.

Laumann is the George Herbert
MeadE)istinguished Service professcH*
of sociology at the UnivCTsily of Chi
cago and a coauthor of a new book,
T& Sexual Qrgamziation ofthe City
(University ofChic^o Ppe^, Febm-
aiy 2004), which develops thenotion
that cities are "sexual maiketplaces"
where individuals' sexual choices ate
limited by dieirneig^boihoods.

The head of the sociology depart
ment at the University of Chicago,
Laumann told the Blade that the
"gay scene is a fairly volatile scene
without much nominal guid^ce
from family and long-term friends,
whichtendtohelpwithbumps in the
road. When you're in that single
scene, these partnersMp^j^n't one-
ni^t stanjds, -jis^y have'
a lifeof afcut
i He stuped fotl^flyjgeighbor-
hoods inOiicagc^ ^̂ ^
ly black, one
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Rican, and one was the upscale area
knownasBoysTown. Hefound there
was Meinteractionamonghomosex
uals from the different nei^boihoods;
and, more important, he also found
there waslittle respect shownto**com-
mitted" homosejcual partnerships by
"cruis^" in the gay scene.

"Laumann's research also con
cluded," continued Brune, "that
therearefew,if any,resources or ref
uges for gay male and female vic
tims of domestic violence.

"Somein the gay health fieldac
knowledge that I^umann's research
could prove important inadvocating
for resources to benefit gays

'Tn metropolitan areas, the study
found that domestic violence rates
were comparable among gays and
straights.

"'Same-sex domestic violence
rates among menareactually ashigh

or higher than in man-woman rela
tionships, but men have nowhereto
go when battered,' said Michael
Relf, a same-sex domestic violence
expert at Georgetown School of
Nursing & Health Studies^f ^As .
younger men come out^d nioye to••
urban are^ where they aren't so iso- '
lated, it's natural for them to explore
their sexuahty.

" 'They enter mto more transac-
tional rdationships, which are less
stable and prone to violence'

" 'What's going on now is mak
ing the sexual revolution of the '60s
and '70s pale in comparison,' said
Eli Coleman, director of the Pro
graminHuman Sexuality at theUni
versity of Miimesota. 'Laumann's
work is the most comprehensive
since that of acclaimed researcher
AlfredKinsey, who surveyed people
about sex in the 1940s'."


